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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Monday, 16 June 2025

PRESENT — Councillors Allen (Chair), Ali, Crudass, Layton, Storr and Toms
APOLOGIES — Councillors Johnson, Marshall, Renton and Dr. Riley,

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE — Tony Murphy (Assistant Director Education and Inclusion),
Michael Conway and Joseph Robb (Service Manager)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest reported at this meeting.

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THIS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD ON 7
APRIL 2025

Submitted — The Minutes (previously circulated) of the meeting of this Scrutiny Committee
held on 7 April 2025

RESOLVED — That the Minutes of the meeting of this Scrutiny Committee held on 7 April
2025 be approved as a correct record.

TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED DATES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS OF THIS COMMITTEE FOR
THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025/26

RESOLVED - That the proposed dates and times for meetings of this Scrutiny Committee for
the municipal year 2025/26 be approved.

WORK PROGRAMME

Members gave consideration to the Work Programme items scheduled to be considered by
this Scrutiny Committee during 2025/26, and to any additional areas that Members would
like to be included for this municipal year.

We suggested that the following reports be added:
(a) Areport on the number, locations and condition of children’s play-areas across
Darlington.
(b) A report on the support available to families affected by youth offenses
(c) A report on childhood poverty, specifically following the completion of the current
in-progress review which aims understand the work currently undertaken across
services that has animpact on those living in poverty.

In relation to the above suggestions, members agreed for officers to make enquiries as to
whether reports may share interest with the remit of other committees and to organise

reasonable dates for presentation.

A number of questions were also raised for officer responses relating to the service area and
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Council events. Discussion ensued around Key Performance Indicators, and it was agreed
that members would be provided via email with the full suite of performance indicators for
both Children’s Services and Education for member’s consideration and suggestion for
inclusionin future performance reports.

RESOLVED - That members agreed the work programme for the municipal year 2025/26.
Members gave consent for the Democratic Officerto make any necessary adjustments to
relieve congestion in future meetings.



